2026/08/13 04:18 1/1 Bitcoin: Guide 6 Operating Modes
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return to Bitcoin Guides

BETA:

This documentation has not been extensively reviewed by Bitcoin experts and so likely contains

numerous errors. Please use the Issue and Edit links on the bottom left menu to help us improve. To
close this disclaimer

Overview

The Bitcoin software has different levels of security and tradeoffs in order to verify the blockchain.
Operating Modes

Introduction

Currently there are two primary methods of validating the block chain as a client: Full nodes and
SPV clients. Other methods, such as server-trusting methods, are not discussed as they are not
recommended.

Topics

Introduction

Full Node

Simplified Payment Verification (SPV)
Future Proposals

BETA

This documentation uses information provided in Bitcoin Operating Modes Guide and has not been
approved by Bitcoin experts.
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