Model Interchange Working Group (MIWG) Minutes

19 September 2011
Attendance: Mikael Albert – Sodius, Roy Bell – Raytheon, Etienne Brosse – Softeam, Bob Chown – Mentor Graphics, Steve Cook – Microsoft, Peter Denno – NIST, Maged Elaasar – IBM, Len Levine – DOD, Sam Mancarella – Sparx, Simon Moore – Atego, Pete Rivett – Adaptive, Nicolas Roquette – NASA, Ed Seidewitz – Model Driven Solutions
The following is a summary from our September 19, 2011 meeting. Let me know if you have any corrections. We will not have a meeting on September 26. Our next telecom will be held Monday October 03 at 10:00 AM EDT.
Dial-up information:
Austria: +43 (0) 7 2088 1402
Canada: +1 (647) 724-3550
France: +33 (0) 182 880 458
Norway: +47 (0) 21 03 58 98
United Kingdom: +44 (0) 121 368 0267
United States: +1 (215) 383-1010 
Participant Access Code: 586-539-187
Link to webcast: https://www2.gotomeeting.com/join/586539187
New features for the NIST tool:
Peter Denno gave a presentation summarizing new features of the NIST validator. It will present output in spread sheet format with 4 columns: 1) the test case number, 2) the number of abnormalities that are independent of the test case, 3) the number of abnormalities that stem from differences to the valid.xmi for the specific test case, and 4) a couple of words that describe the test case. This is intended to provide a public “self service” capability for validating tool exports against MIWG test cases. Peter hopes this will be ready in a month.
Review of vendor progress with MIWG test cases:
All six vendors reported on their status with Release 12 (Note: it consists of 16 test cases):

· Artisan Studio: Have run 12 test cases. Results for 7 of these are under review. Does support canonical XMI import.
· Modelio: Have run 11 test cases. They found minor issues with 8, and major (tool) issues with 3. Does support canonical XMI import.
· Rhapsody: Have run all 16 test cases. They found low export issues with 13, medium with 2, and high with 1. Has not tested canonical XMI import.
· MagicDraw: Have modeled 14 of 16 test cases. Validation pending. Does support canonical XMI import.
· Enterprise Architect: Have run all 16 test cases. They found minor issues with 9, and major (tool) issues with 7. Does not support canonical XMI import.
· RSA: Exported as UML 2.2. Need to modify URI to validate as UML 2.3. Does support canonical XMI import except for problems with xmi:type attribute on proxies.
The vendors also summarized the process they were using to generate exports for the tests.

It has taken us quite some time to fix all of the issues with the first three test cases, and we wondered how much more work is necessary for the remaining test cases. In this discussion we asked all six of the vendor representatives to identify and characterize possible problems with the remaining test cases. Some vendors did not identify anything and others found a few problems here and there. Remember that we have said that potential problems could be due to 1) a problem with the test case valid.xmi, 2) a problem with the NIST validator, or 3) a problem with a vendor’s tool.
We are still planning on further reviewing the valid XMI for test cases 4 through 9, to ensure they are debugged. Maged has agreed to review test cases 4 and 5, while Pete will review 6 through 8, and Dan will review test case 9. The remaining test cases, done later in our original process, are already considered to be solid.

Canonical XMI is a restricted form of XMI. We expect it to be adopted at this OMG meeting. It will be described as an optional compliance point in the XMI specification. In this MIWG discussion we asked vendors to discuss their support for canonical XMI. All except for one can import canonical XMI and some are working on exporting it as well.
Closed Actions: 

101206-06: Prepare a plan for canonical XMI development to facilitate community evaluation of interchange capability- Peter (Revised May 30)

110815-01: Provide a description for how the XMI exports were produced from your tool – All Vendors (Sept 12)

Open Actions: 

110124-02: Make vendor exports available on the publicly accessible WIKI – Ed (April 31) (Note: we are waiting for completion of test case debugging)

110425-01: Provide a description in the MIWG Wiki of the contents and usage scenarios for the XMI in the publically available SVN repository – Ed (May 09)

Wiki Updates:
Refer to Model-Interchange Wiki at http://www.omgwiki.org/model-interchange/doku.php for latest information. These minutes and previous minutes are posted to the Wiki.
-- Roy Bell

-- Raytheon
-- Network Centric Systems
